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INnternational Day for Women in Maritime Spotlight

As the world celebrates International
Day for Women Iin Maritime on May
18th, the Elnet Blue Dispatch Is eager
to recognize JoBeth Lilllan
Coleby-Davis, a prominent Bahamian
politician, attorney and trailblazer for
women In the maritime industry.

Coleby-Davis currently serves as the
Minister of Housing and Transport for
he Bahamas. She I1s committed to
promoting sustainable development

n the blue economy and creating
INnclusive opportunities for
Bahamians. With extensive

experience In the legal and political
spheres, Minister Coleby-Davis Is a
respected figure In the country,
highly regarded for her work In
advancing the blue economy and
promoting gender equality.

As a small I1sland developing state,
the blue economy Is of utmost
Importance to The Bahamas, and
Coleby-Davis Is a firm believer In the
power of the sector to drive economic
growth while simultaneously
promoting sustainable development.
N a recent interview with the Elnet
Blue Dispatch, she shared her vision
for the blue economy and the
Government's plans to help achieve
this overall success.

“Our vision for the blue economy Is
holistic and comprehensive. |In our
Blueprint for Change, we spoke
about modernizing the fishing
iIndustry — creating opportunities In
ocean sclences and seafaring,
developing, and regulating our
beaches and sea sports iIndustry. We
are committed to strengthening the
Royal Bahamas Defense Force's
capacity to prevent poaching and

plracy.”

“We are also focused on encouraging
renewable Industries. During my
term In office, we have provided
INcreased support to The Bahamas
Maritime Authority and forged
stronger relationships with our
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Hon. JoBeth Coleby- Davis, Minister of Housing and Transport
for The Bahamas.

Mmaritime partners.”

Minister JoBeth Coleby-Davis firmly
believes that the blue economy,
specifically the maritime sector, has
the potential to become one of the
top Industries In The Bahamas. This
view 1Is rooted In the current and
growing presence of cruise-related
projects, the expansion of our ship
registry, and the high level of respect
our country recelves related to the
maritime Industry. With these
positive signs, Minister Coleby-Davis
believes that our country can only go
higher In terms of Its potential as a

major player In the global blue
economy.
Minister  Coleby-Davis I1s  also

channeling her focus on promoting
sustainable development In the
country, balancing environmental
concerns with economic growth. She
IS exclted about the newly approved
development agreements for cruise
ports spanning multiple islands and
cays.

"As an administration, we are mindful
of the Importance of balancing
development and environmental

environmental concerns, therefore
our approach Is to pursue sustainable
development. The Bahamas has
always been a sought-after cruise
destination. By expanding the
number of cruise ports, we are
expanding our tourism product and
showcasing as much of our Islands as
possible."

Despite the reputation of the
Mmaritime iIndustry as A
Mmale-dominated fleld, Minister

Coleby-Davis Is committed to
promoting gender equality In the
sector. As an advocate for the United
Nations' Sustainable Development
Goal #5, she Is working to create
opportunities for women to advance
their knowledge of maritime affairs
and promote their inclusion in the
iIndustry.

Minister JoBeth Lilllan Coleby-Davis
has proven that women have a
rightful place In positions of power,
Nno matter the Industry. She
continues to break barriers while
Mmaking significant contributions to
the overall development of not only
her respective Industries but the

entire Bahamas. Her commitment to
promoting sustainable development
and gender equality Is particularly
commendable, and we look forward
to seeing the Impact of her Initiatives
INn the coming years.
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‘Salling’

The Bahamas has named salling as
its new national sport, replacing
cricket, as announced in the House of
Assembly on April 12, 2023.
Agriculture, Marine Resources, and
—amily Island  Affairs Minister Clay
Sweeting moved the resolution and
expressed his excitement for the
long-awaited announcement.

"We have withessed Its evolution, and

It Is a sport that has won the hearts of
Bahamians and the millions of
visitors to The Bahamas. It I1s a sport
that subtly reminds us of who we are
— a friendly, maritime people that
continues to Mmake waves
INnternationally by sailling with vigor
and grace — the underpinnings of the
Bahamian spirit,” said Sweeting.

Sweeting highlighted that sailling is a
sport that reminds Bahamians of
their iIdentity as maritime people, and
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It has won the hearts of both locals
and visitors. He also emphasized that
salling has been a part of Bahamian
culture for centuries, from the work
boats to meticulously crafted sloop
race boats and the first regatta, held
IN Exuma in 1943.

The sport of salling has grown In
strength over the past decades and
has become an essential economic
drive for the Family Islands. The
~amily Islands, also known as the Out
slands, are a group of islands Iin The
Bahamas located outside the
densely populated, New Providence
and Grand Bahama. Family Islands
consist of popular destinations such
as Eleuthera, Exuma, Abaco, Andros,
and the Berry Islands. The i1slands are
known for their natural beauty,
pristine beaches, and diverse marine
life, making them popular tourist
destinations for those seeking a more
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Named the New National Sport of The Bahamas

relaxed and secluded experience.

Currently, there are 18 senior regattas
and 17 junior salling events held

annually throughout The Bahamas.
Minister Sweeting also
acknowledged several salling
athletes, Including Rolly Gray and
—dgar Moxey. The former Minister of
Agriculture and Marine Resources,
now leader of the opposition, Michael
PiNntard, supported the appointment
of the new national sport.

Salling 1s vibrant In The Bahamas,
and the move to recognize It as the
new national sport I1Is a way to
acknowledge the legacy of the sport
while promoting its development.

Sailing has officially became the
national sport of The Bahamas on
April 12th, 2023.

The Bahamas' Blue Economy Potential: Monaco Oceans Week 2023
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The

Bahamas' Blue Economy
potential took center stage at the
annual Monaco Oceans Week held
from March 20-26, 2023. Stakeholders
and experts from around the world
gathered to discuss ways to preserve
oceans, analyze major threats to
marine environments, and
brainstorm new opportunities for
building profitable blue economies
IN jurisdictions threatened by climate
change.

Hosted by Prince Albert Il of Monaco -
a prominent ocean advocate - the
event attracted top sclentists,
entrepreneurs, celebrities, and public
authorities. An event highlight was a
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renewable energy, and ocean-based
iIndustries like biotechnology,
oharmaceuticals, and cosmetics are
among the opportunities available.

panel on Coastal Resilience for The
Bahamas. Grand Bahama native
Rupert Hayward, of Blue Action
Ventures, shared innovative solutions
to climate threats facing coastal
communities in The Bahamas.

The Bahamas' Blue Economy
potential I1s enormous and offers

exclting opportunities for economic

As a low-lying island nation, The
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Bahamas is particularly vulnerable to g;?/ggh e ?QS B S.gitfafg;?sbgg
climate-driven threats, making It an J st S Y .
el COPRBORETT in e build resilience and preserve Its

marine resources are commendable.
Through these efforts and
collaborations, the country will
navigate the challenges posed by
climate change while harnessing the
opportunities available In the Blue

preservation of oceans and coastal
communities. Hayward emphasized
the urgency of these threats and the
Importance of protecting the country
from the harsh effects of climate

change. He also highlighted the

potential of the Blue Economy to Economy.
genera te m | ‘ ‘ iOﬂS Of dO‘ |a g in Rupert Hayward, Founder and President Blue Action Ventures

iInvestment and thousands of around mangroves, sustainable

high-skilled jobs. aguaculture, reef restoration, and

support for entrepreneurs.
Blue Action Ventures, of which
Hayward Is the founder and
president, co-organized the event
with Prince Albert Il. The organization
s currently undertaking several
resilience and  capacity-building
efforts In The Bahamas centered

The Bahamas' vast marine resources,
including the third-largest barrier
reef In the world, offer enormous
potential for economic growth and
sustainable development.
Sustainable fisheries, marine tourism,

PROMOTIONS

Elnet Maritime’'s “"What To Do”
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